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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Presenied below is a complete sei of claims wiih cuiTent sums indicat ors. 

I . (cuirently amended) In an information network having at least one character- 
enabled network site, a method of presenting diJta to a network user based on ehoicoD mudo by 
t t^ o user while w i thin a churactor onublod network s i t e, said meihod comprising the steps of: 

creating a character having a plurality of attributes, each miribute selected by the user 
from a plurality of attributes presented to the user through a user interface to create a pei-sona for 
the character, each attribute defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image data; 



presenting to the user inierface a presentation of the creaie4 character inc luding the data 
associated with the selected attributes defining the peii^onu of the character; and 



image presentation selected from a plurality of presentations based on the persona of the 
character created. 

2. (cuirenily amended) The method of claim 1 wherein chfifac^er created is a 
human character and each attribute comprises at least one of a physical characteristic, emotional 
characteristic and personal interest of the character. 

3. (original) The method of claim I funher comprising the step of storing persona 
data indicative of the selected attributes. 

4, (cunrently arnended) Tho meihod of claim 3 wherein the step of storing data 
comprises the step of storing the persona data in a database such that the character may be 
rfecr e m e d for fmu pe us e may be represented to a user interface in the future . 

5, (original) The method of claim I wherein the plurality of presentations comprise 
at least one of either a passive presentation and an interactive presentation, each in turn 
comprising ai least one of either a vtsiial image displayed on the user interface and sound heard 
thtx)ugh the user interface. 





providing to the user interface, at least one of either an audio presentation and a visual 
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6, (original) The method of claim 5 wherein, when an interactive presentation is 
provided lo the user interface, the method further comprises the step of, in response to user 
inieraciion with the inieraciive presentation, providing to the user interface at least one of either 
an audio presentation and a visual image presentation selected from the plurality of 
presentations. 

7, (original) The method of claim 6 further comprising the step of storing data 
indicative of user interaction with the inieractivc presentation. 

8, (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the churacter-enabled network site 
comprises a plurality of pages and the plurality of pnssentutions comprise at least one link lo one 
of the pages. 

9, (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the information network comprises a 
plurality of other network sites and the plurality of presentations comprises at least one link to 
one of the other network sites. 

10, (currently amended) The method of claim I wherein the information network 
comprises a plurality of other character-enabled network sites ^ the plurality of presentations 
comprises at least one link to one of the other character-enabled network sites and the other 
character-enabled network sites are adapted to present to the user interface a presentation of the 
created character including the data associated with the selected attribuies defining the persona 
of the character . 

11, (currently amended) The method of claim 10 further comprising the step of, 
when the user accesses another character-enabled network site, providing the persona data to thm 
character-enabled network site and within the other character-enabled network sites, nresentintf 
to the user interface a presentation of the created character including the data associated with the 

sftifflM ^^trib^ps f<^fmirts p^rspna 9t\\\9 ^Mmm^ 

1 2, (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the step of providing the 
persona data lo the character-enabled network site accessed by the user comprises the step of 
ti-ansferring the data as a cookie to the character-enabled network site. 
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13. (cunrcnily amended) An apparatus for presenting data lo a network user boaod a rt 
ohoiooa madO ' by iho user while within a charaocof enabled neiwork tiit e> said appariitus 
comprising: 

a churacier processor for creating a character having a plurality of aiiribuies, each 
aliribuie selected by the user from a plurality of attributes presented to the user through a user 
interface lo create u persona for the character, each attribute defined by at least one of either 
audio data and visual image data; m4 

a presentation processor for presenting to the user interface a presentation of the created 
character including the data associated with the selected attributes defining the persona of the 
c;harac^er; and 

a selection processor for providing to the user interface, at least one of either an audio 
presentation and a visual image presentation selected from a plurality of presentations based on 
the persona of the character created. 

14- (original) The apparatus of claim 13 further comprising a database for storing 
persona data indicative of the selected attributes. 

15. (original) The apparatus of claim 13 wherein the plurality of presentations 
comprise at least one of cither a passive presentation and an interactive presemaiion* each in turn 
comprising at least one of a visual image displayed on the user interface and sound heard through 
the user interface. 

16. (original) The apparatus of claim 15 wherein when an interactive presentation is 
provided to the user interface, the selection processor provides to the user interface at least one 
of either an audio presentation and a visual image presentation selected from the plurality of 
presentations in response to user interaction with the interactive presentation. 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 16 further comprising a database for storing 
data indicative of user interaction with the interactive pnsseniaiion. 
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18. (currently amended) In an information network having at least one character- 
enabled network site, a method of presenting data to a network user ba ae d on choic e s ffl ad B t»y 
t he user wh i l e within achuract a r onablod notwork site , said method comprising the steps of: 

associating a character with the user, the character having a plurality of aiiribmes, each 
attribute defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image data, Ihe plurality of 
attributes collectively defining a character persona; 




presenting to the user interface a presentation of the created character including the data 
associated with Ihe selected attributes defining (he character persona: 

providing to the user interface, at least one interactive presentation selected from a 
plurality of presentations based on the character persona, the interactive preseniaiion defined by 
at least one of audio data and visual image data; and 



in response to user interaction with the inieraciive presentation, providing lo the user 
interface at least one of another interactive presentation and a passive presentation, the passive 
presentation defined by at least one of audio data and visual image data. 

19. (original) The method of claim 18 funher comprising the step of storing data 
indicative of the character persona and the associated user interaction with the interactive 
presentation. 

20. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of providing to the user 
interface, at least one interactive presentation selected from a plurality of presentations based on 
the character persona comprises the steps of: 

linking the character persona with interactive presentations of interest; and 

selecting for presentation to the user interface, those interactive presentation that are 
linked with the character persona. 

21. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of providing to the user 
interface at least one of another interactive presentation and a passive presentation in response to 
user interaction with the interactive presentation comprises the steps of: 
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linking the user interaction with other interactive presentations and passive presentations 
of interest; and 

selecting for presentation to the user interface, those other interactive presentations and 
passive presentations that are linked with the character persona. 

22. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the character-enabled network site 
comprises a plurality of site pages and the interactive presentations comprise links to site pages. 

23. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the information network comprises a 
plurality of network sites and the interactive presentation comprises links to network sites. 

24. (original) The method of claim 18 further comprising the step of storing data 
indicative of user interaction with the interactive presentation. 

25. (currently amended) An apparatus for presenting data to a network user busad on 
choic e s made by th e us e r whHo within a charactorHanablod network sit e, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a character processor for associating u character with the user, the character having a 
plurality of aiiribuies, each attribute defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image 
data, the plurality of attributes collectively defining a character persona; 

a presentation processor for presenting: to the user interface a presentation of the created 
chai-acicr including the data associated with the selected attributes defining the character persona: 
and 

a selection processor for providing to the user interface, at least one interactive 
presentation selected from a plurality of presentations based on the character persona, the 
interactive presentation defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image data/and in 
response to user interaction with the interactive presentation, providing to the user interface at 
least one of another interactive presentation and a passive presentation, the passive presentation 
defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image data. 
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26, (original) The apparatus of claim 25 further comprising ihe step of storing daia 
indicative of ihe character persona and the associated user interaction with the interactive 
preseniation. 

27. (original) The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the selection processor comprises: 
a device for linking the character persona with interaciivq piieseniations of interest; and 




a device for selecting for presentation to the user intetface, those Interactive presentations 
thai are linked with the character persona. 

28, (original) The apparatus of claim 25 wherein the selection piwes&or comprises: 



a device for linking the user interacuon with other interactive presentations and passive 
presentations of interest; and 

a device for selecting for presentation to the user interfacp, those other interactive 
presentations and passive presentations thai are linked with the character persona. 

29. (currently amended) Within an information neiwprk having a database and at 
least one characier-enabled network site accessible through a usqr interface with audio and visual 
image presentation capability, a method of obtaining and storing.datu indicative of one or more 
attribute selections made by a network user while within the character-enabled network site, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing at least one of either audio data and visual image data of a plurality of charactcns. 
each character having at least one associated modifiable attribute; 

for each modifiable attribute, storing at least one of either audio data and visual image 
data of at least one modification attribute; 

presenting the audio or visual imaae data of the plurality of characters to the user through 
the user interface for selection by the user; 

upon selection of a character, storing data indicative of the selected character in a 
database and presenting the audio or visual imape data for the sejected character and at least one 
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modificaUon attribute associated with the selected chanicier to the user through the user interface 
for seJectioii by the user; and 

upon selection of ihe a modification attribute, storing data indicative of the selected 
modification attribute in the database and presenting the audio or visual ima^c data oFhoth the 
selected character and the selected modification attribute , 

30, (cuirenily amended) An apparatus for obtaining and storing data indicative of one 
or more attribute selections made by a network user through a user interface with audio and 
visual image presentation capability, said appanuus comprising: 

a character memory storing at least one of either audio di^ia and visual image data of a 
plurality of characters, each having at least one associated modifiable attribute; 

for eiich modifiable attribute* an attribute memory storing at least one of either audio data 
and visual image data of at least one modification attribute; 

a processor presenting the audio or visual imape data of the plurality of characters to the 
user through the user interface for selection by the user and upon selection of a character, 
presenting the audio or visual image data for the selected character and at least one modification 
attribute associated with the selected character to the user for selection by the user and, upon 
selection of a modification atiribuie, presenting the audio or visual imaae data of both the 
selected character and the selected modification attribute : and 

a database storing data indicative of the selected charact^ and the selected at least one 
modification attribute. 

3 1 . (cuirenily amended) In an information network hsiving at least one character- 
enabled network site, a method of sharing data among network users baaed on choices made by 
each of th e uii e rs whil e within a ehagaet ei^ onablod notwork oito , $aid method comprising the 
steps of; 

for each us e r, creating allowinp users of ihc character-enabled network sites to create a 
character having a plurality of attributes, each attribute selected by the user from a plurality of 
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atiribuies presented to the user through a user interface to create a character ^fe*^ persona, each 
attribute defined by at least one of either audio data and visual image data; 

presenting to the user interface a pri^scntation of the created character includin g the data 
associated with the ^elected attributes defining the character persona: and 

providing lo at least one user interface > at toast one of e ith e r an audio prosentation and a 
y\f ^^ ]^] irnnc* pr^'- ' ^mn^ ' ^T^ mHir i nrivA nf nt I nAfit nn e- nth e r characK^r pfofilo a presentation of the 
created character of another user including the audi o or visual incase data associated with the 
selected attributes defining the character persona : and 

providing u communications link between the users. 

32. (original) The method of claim 31 further comprising the step of: 

providing to the user interface, at least one of an interactive audio presentation and a 
interactive visual image presentation selected from a plurality of presentations based on the 
persona of ihe character created; and 

in response to user interaction with the interactive preseniation, updating the character 

profile. 
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